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19 November 1953 



Heroo of Conversation Kith JHchapd Hottelet 
Sl’OJSCTi Press Iritere t in tn^Oehlen Organization 



ie?0ehlen Organization * . , 

xrHotteleV ^r the 0B3 arranged an appoint-^ 



1. On 17 November Riohaiti^otteleV of the 0B3 arr staged an appoint- 
ment with t 3 am Held h bctovefsation lseting’frott ?|15 until 6*00 - 
PM* * 

2.. Hotellet.aaid that ho, ae well as other correspondents, had 
ooll acted material of their cmn on the Qehlen .Organization and wished 
to- know, in light of the increasing consents in. the German press, how 
they* should handle the subject and if they oould check it out -with 
American authorities. Hottest asked me what I could tell him of the ’ 
background of the Gehlen Organization, ivtold Ur. Hottelet that X had 
heard well of Jam* that he was undoubtedly a reasonable man and that I 
could. obvipiisly tell him nothing. It was established that I had offi- v *‘ 
dally given him an answer of *no counient.w However, we agreed to die- 
. cuss various hypothoBes off the record. • ; 

. 3. The first hypotheeie i outlined was that he and other able*, 

correspondents, including besides American, also British and oemaz^ 

•bad* been stumbling over -leads to the /jAhlea . story for-aooe - timer- It - - 
they followed these leads they eventekjtly would coca to a dead end when ■ 
the correspondents attempted to go tin touch with responsible officials' 
or leaders. Almost' no serious papers had carried thls subject through 
to a conclusion and most of the ootanenta- had appeared in the more'v«uw 
rational press. If it were true^ ah stated, that the ooblast organisation 
was an' incipient German intelligeace organisation surelyvthie would be 
a matter, of interest* to and probable protest from aumy souroesV Gone of* 
these* would normally be Arierlcan^Qic, British- F8S, French surcte. the 
fiPO, the Amt Blank end the BfV who night be presumed to have 'vested 
interest, HICOG'and (ISABEHR# The -llct-wouldbe quite large if one 
counted all of* the organizations that might wish to* investigate or ' 

- take an attitude npon* such a matter. If the 'Supposition is' trttt that . 
an incipient German intelligence organization has existed for Some, tide * 

• and ifnone of these : veiy inter Bated parties have * complained and if in- 
quiries lead to blank endd at all of' these sources, is It hot* a reasonable 
lypothesis that this mattar, if it is Its stated, has someboff or other been 
coordinated with all the interested parties?* If this -hypothesis is sound 
f)B§ is not on the track of r«ome b coop .but is .cunning into a matter .that. * . _ 
seems to have teen rather 'thoroughly w coordihatod among the" properly * 
interested parties. ^ 
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lu The second hypothesis is to consider the accusation that this 
organization has been sponsored by the Americans. If to follow this 
.mipposition to its logical cpnoluoion we must realise that on the 
American side would be involved at the very least the Department- of the 
Anqy, Department of State and Central Intelligence Agency# if these 
three departments are involved in any matter over a long period of time 
it would Seem obvious that the coordination between them would, entail a 
frequent review of polioy and a corresponding review of budget# . Both, v 
policy and budget reviews on a long-existing project are caamori within 
thd American Government structure, if this is gwnted -to be trUe'-Aft^. • 
Americans are involved but the correspondent believes there is something 
wild or dangerous about the* scheme, then he is leaning to the sensationalist 
stand that the Americans involved are either knaves who are deliberately 
squandering Government money or fools who are having the wool pulled over . 

• their eyes by the incredibly astute Germans# is the answer probably not 
some place In between the Americans are neither knaves nor fools? 

$• The third hypothesis dealt with Ur# Kottslet's pressed fear 
that an independent German intelligence organization might be a power 
factor that could get out of hand# X suggested that the hypothesis that 
this organization was to be a GXS did not lend itself to Such a conclusion# 
.If it is to ba a central Intelligence service it is obviously Coning late • • 
•on 'the eoene# Amt Blank has already vested interest in the military field 
and the Bf? has vested interest in the field of internal security# This 
Would seem to insure that the necessary checks and balances are already 
huilt into the system on the German side. The fear of-such * development 
was always possible but the checks and balances already existing plus the 
hypothesis -that this matter was coordinated made this fear sem somewhat 
unreasonable# 

. 6# The next hypothesis concerned what a cements should be made by 
Americans in offioial positions# Suppose, I said, that this organization 
might be a future German service and suppose It might presently he supported 
by the Americans# Would it not, therefore, seem "highly logical that no 
American in an official position would moke any comment upon something 
that would one day be -an entirely German- matter? Any coeeasat given Baler 
the present relationships between America and Germany Would become * 
permanent part of the record of such an organisation and would in the long- 
run be neither good for the Germans nor the Americana, Kr* Hottclct 
therefore should expect to receive only one answer^ namely, *no oaemsat#* 

7* The .last point discussed. was the touchy one .of the purpose to 
be* served, if any, by American correspondents' pushing this story# I 
aaked-Ho^te^ettif-he were under pressure by his front of fide to produce 
( something on this natter and he adnltted he bad received no such Instructions. 
X asked him -If ho felt he owed it to ids public to produce this story sad 
he conceded that ho would feel this necessity only if It serrsd the public 
interest.* 'From our previous hypotheses I suggested that it might be eto* 
eluded that the public interest would not be served unless given a couple th 
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story and that all an incomplete story night do would be to stir up 
the lunatic fringe, of public opinion. Hottelet .agreed that on the 
basis; of the various assuaptiona re h^ dxecuHBed he would- think the s 
matter over seriously before broadcasting anything on this natter.. He 
pointed out/ however, that the correspondents* were lathe dim cult \ 
position of- being on the track of irhat smelled like a good and fasci- 
nating story but had no idea hovr they should handle it* I* asked Mm if 
he thought a background bn of mg of reliable correspondents was one way 
to handle this. Be said that it would be’ valuable for them in-order to 
guide their handling of material on this matter which was almost inevitably 
Qoadng into their bands, x told him X would investigate the matter gf ’ 
whether such an off-the-record briefing Was possible, ge in ttiin, as a 
good correspondent hocking for a scoop, suggested. ,that correspondents not . 
be invited to a briefing but any of them who pursued t^it subject to 
HlCOOifl upper reaches might be given a background briefing. I told him X 
would inquire into this matter and let him knew somatome in the "near future 
whether any such briefing was possible* 

6, I mentioned this conversation with Hottelet to Hr. Dowling end 
he stated that Don Cook of the Hew York Herald Tribune had brought up the * 
subject with him. Wri Dcsrling thought that the process of' making no 'cSttfiStit* 
but bexng willing to thrash out various hypotheses and suppositions with. 

' certain chosen reporters might bd an advisable way to get the leading 
correspondents on our side in this matter, ftr only opposition to such 
'discussions. or to briefiajs is that X dislike setting a precedent whereby 
reporters will beat their why to this office on nutters which a eem to be 
in our field. They would take up maiy hours a week. 




